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PBSC Profile in University Affairs Magazine 
 
PBSC has been featured in the latest issue of University 
Affairs Magazine, a magazine for and about Canada’s 
university community.  En communiquant directement 
avec les Coordonnateurs, M. Sheldon Gordon a eu la 
chance de s’informer sur le bon travail et les projets les 
plus passionnants de chaque division. M. Gordon a 
interviewé plusieurs Coordonnateurs et Superviseurs de 
programme à travers le pays, y inclus Victoria, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, UQÀM, UdeM et Dalhousie.  
He also spotlighted a PBSC volunteer in action at the 
Small Claims Court Project in Toronto (who happens to 
be one of the incoming Toronto Coordinators!).  This 
article can be viewed at http://www.universityaffairs.ca/ 
the-voluntary-counsel.aspx. Congratulations on having 
your important work featured in this National 
Magazine! Félicitations à tous! 

 
University of Victoria  – The 2008/2009 academic year 
was, as always, an exciting one for PBSC UVIC.  

For our launch event in September we were 
thrilled to have the Honourable Louise Arbour, former 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, Chief 
Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunals for 
the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, and former UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, speak about her 
experience working towards social justice.  

Aside from some inevitable delays and glitches, 
our projects took off remarkably well, and we have 
been amazed at the level of care and dedication our 
student volunteers have committed to their files. We 
have been able to continue bolstering our relationships 
with organizations with which we have worked in the 
past, as well as forge new relationships with community 
groups in need of legal research.  

Continuing a now long-standing tradition, 
students wrote articles for multiple editions of Street 
Newz, a paper written and distributed by people on 
Victoria’s streets for people on the street. In more 
traditional memo form they have tackled a range of 
issues, including the constitutionality of private health 
care, the rights of women fleeing abuse to privacy, and 
the effectiveness of circle sentencing for Aboriginal 
offenders. We have also coordinated a panel for UVic 
Law’s annual Community Conference to speak about 
the reality of grandparents raising grandchildren, to be 
addressed by PBSC UVic community clients. 

In all, it has been a wonderful year, and one 
which PBSC UVic volunteers can be proud to say they 
made a success.  
 
University of British Columbia  – PBSC UBC began  
2009 with one of UBC Law’s newest and most popular 
events: The Social Justice Forum. It was held at the 
Law Courts Inn, downtown Vancouver, on Monday 
January 10th from 5:30-7:30. The Forum is organized as 
a partnership between PBSC UBC, Career Services, the 
Careers Committee and, in particular, the Social Justice 
Representative of that Committee.   

The Social Justice Forum provides a key 
opportunity for PBSC UBC to publicly acknowledge 
and thank its partner organizations and donors. It also 
provides a forum for volunteers, organizations and 
students not involved in the PBSC UBC program to 
network and discuss issues and opportunities related to 
social justice and pro bono work. 

The evening included a panel of four 
practitioners who discussed their work in social justice 
and pro bono services. They provided students with 
advice on building careers that will enable them to 
practice law while serving the public good.  This year’s 
panellists were: Megan Ellis QC, Private Practitioner 
with a focus on public interest law; Grace Pastine, 
Lawyer with BC Civil Liberties’ Association; Amber 
Prince, Legal advocate with Atira Women’s Resource 
Society and Jamie Maclaren, Executive Director of Pro 
Bono Law BC. 

Based on feedback from PBSC UBC partner 
organizations, this year we provided space for partner 
organizations to set up display booths.  This provided 
improved opportunities for interaction between students 
and organizations, as students were able to find those 
organizations they were interested in much more easily.  
The increased engagement between students and 
organizations was certainly evident this year and much 
easier without everyone having to stare at each other’s 
badges! 

Many PBSC UBC partner organizations 
attended, including: the Law Foundation of British 
Columbia; Artist’s Legal Outreach; BC Civil Liberties; 
BC Law Institute; BC Public Interest and Advocacy 
Group; Community Legal Assistance Society; MS 
Society; Pivot; Prisoners’ Legal Services; Pro Bono 
Law BC; Tenant Resource and Advocacy Centre; and 
Western Canadian Society to Access Justice. 
Representatives from the Canadian Bar Association 
Social Justice section also attended and liaised with 
PBSC UBC to organize post-forum drinks.  
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Overall, the feedback received was extremely 
positive and organizations and students alike look 
forward to an even bigger and better event next year! 
 
University of Alberta – The PBSC chapter at U of A 
was off to a great start in 2009. The first big change 
was taking over the PBSC coordinator position, as Jesse 
Moe took over on January 16th, 2009 from Andrea 
Swabuk.  She had done a terrific job the past year in 
increasing the size of our program to up to 26 projects 
in total, which is the highest number it has been in 
years. Other than that things are running smoothly with 
completed projects starting to filter in, and we are 
looking forward to another successful year. 

PBSC Calgary Coordinator Tim Ross (centre) with participants at 
the second annual Just Cause Career Fair 
 
University of Calgary – The PBSC branch at the 
University of Calgary is closing in on another 
successful year of community placements. This year 
our community education and outreach initiatives grew 
to include a workshop on board governance for non-
profits, and a Q & A on Landlord-Tenant issues for the 
Cochrane Community Housing Organization. Both 
events were well attended and informative. 

Our second annual Just Cause Career Fair took 
place on January 27th, which included representatives 
from all levels of government, the courts, and 
organizations such as the Youth Criminal Defence 
Office, Calgary Legal Guidance, and Legal Aid 
Alberta. More than 60 students attended the evening 
event, with encouraging opportunities from all potential 
career paths.  We thanked our volunteers from the 
Community Placement Program and the Family Law 
Project on March 13, as we 'hurry hard' down to the 
Calgary Curling Club. Volunteers had the chance to test 
their touch on the rinks of the prairies - a great way to 
wrap up a terrific year! 
 

University of Saskatchewan - PBSC Saskatchewan is 
looking forward to wrapping up a very successful year. 
The expansion of the program was challenging at times 
but will definitely pay off once our partner 
organizations receive their fabulous finished projects. 
But before the year ended, we were excited to get 
together with our PBSC students one last time to 
celebrate the completion of projects. 

We would like to thank the College of Law, our 
partner organizations, volunteer lawyers and students 
for their participation in this year's program. The 
success of PBSC SK is due to your support, 
participation and commitment. We would also like to 
extend thanks to the National Office for its ongoing 
support throughout the year. Best of luck to all chapters 
in wrapping up their programs and continued success in 
the future to new and returning coordinators. 
 

 
PBSC Manitoba Coordinator Jason Hatherley introduces 
incoming Program Coordinator Celia Valel-Church at the Final 
Appreciation Event 
 
University of Manitoba – PBSC at Robson Hall 
finished another successful year of operations on March 
20th with their year-end Appreciation Event.  
Attendance and spirits were high as Program 
Coordinator Jason Hatherly handed out awards to 
exceptional volunteers. 

This year’s Coffeehouse (the name of the 
Robson Hall talent show) donated its profits to PBSC at 
Robson Hall.  Thanks to the efforts of Kevin Eng, the 
event's organizer, the proceeds were matched by Taylor 
McCaffrey. 

In other Robson Hall news, Celia Valel-Church 
has been hired to fill the shoes of outgoing Program 
Coordinator Paul Aubin, who graduates this spring.  We 



 
��������	
�����
���
��
�� ����������	��
�	�������
� ������	�������� �������������� �

are sad to see Paul go, but we are looking forward to 
working with Celia to build on our program's 
successes! 
 
University of Windsor – PBSC Windsor has two new 
exciting projects for 2009: 1) Benamar Benatta 
Working Group: Three PBSC volunteers had the 
privilege of participating in the Windsor Law Benamar 
Benatta Working Group. Benamar Benatta is a 33 year 
old Algerian citizen who trained as an aeronautical 
engineer, and came to North America to flee political 
persecution and threats to his life while serving in the 
Algerian Armed Forces. On September 5, 2001 Mr. 
Benatta crossed the border into Canada and claimed 
political asylum. He was put into immigration 
detention. While in custody terrorists attacked the 
World Trade Centre and other targets on September 11, 
2001. Mr. Benatta was driven over the border in the 
back of a car by Canadian officials and handed over to 
U.S. officials where he was tortured. Mr. Benatta was 
cleared of any terrorist activity by the FBI in November 
2001; however, he spent nearly FIVE years of his life in 
American prisons. Students had the opportunity to 
conduct research in support of Benatta’s case against 
the Federal government. At the inaugural meeting, 
special guests Shirley Heafey, former Chair of the 
RCMP Commission for Public Complaints and 
Abdullah Almalki, the man at the center of the 
Iacobucci Inquiry, spoke about Benatta’s case.  
2) Orchestra Canada: This is a non-profit organization 
that provides leadership, advocacy and professional 
development opportunities for its members.  Students 
assisted in its submission to the CRTC regarding its 
CBC radio licensing application. 
 
University of Western Ontario – In its 10th year at 
Western Law, PBSC has had another successful year.  
With 110 student volunteers involved, the 2008/2009 
program includes projects that assist non-profit 
organizations in both London and Northern Ontario, 
and family court litigants.   

PBSC is traditionally known for providing non-
profit organizations with legal research and information 
that pertains to their organization or clients.  An 
exciting new endeavour that PBSC Western had the 
opportunity of implementing this year was having a 
number of students involved with projects for non-
profit organizations in Northern Ontario.  These 
projects varied from corporate, employment and labour 
law, to human and disability rights.  We are looking 
forward to the impact these completed projects will 

have on the students, organizations, and London and 
Northern Ontario communities. 

Through the Family Law Project, student 
volunteers assisted unrepresented clients at Family 
Court in drafting legal forms and navigating through the 
court system.  We have seen an increase in the number 
of students involved with the Family Law Project this 
year, and we have been able to help more people in 
need as a result.  

To close off the year, PBSC Western held its 
Appreciation Event on April 3, 2009.  The event 
honoured participants, included year-end remarks, and 
introduced the new team of PBSC Western 
Coordinators.  
 

 
PBSC Osgoode Program Coordinators Neha Chugh (second from 
right) and Sanford Murray (right) with members of the Volunteer 
Committee 
 
Osgoode Hall Law School – As our end-of-year 
Appreciation Event came and went, we have much for 
which we are appreciative.  This year, in spite of the 
strike, over 100 Osgoode students participated in PBSC 
placements.  This included the successful launch of 
larger, clinical placements (in conjunction with PBSC 
Toronto) with Legal Help Ontario and the Criminal 
Law Office, in partnership with Pro Bono Law Ontario 
and Legal Aid in Brampton respectively.  

Like all other programs at York University, 
PBSC Osgoode was affected – in many ways – by 
circumstances beyond our control.  However, as 
Program Coordinators, Neha and Sanford are endlessly 
grateful to the students who saw through their 
commitments to furthering the public good, despite the 
uncertainty caused by the fall semester’s labour dispute 
and the subsequent compression of the academic 
calendar for this semester.  As we prepare to hand over 
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the reins to our successors, it is this grassroots support 
for PBSC Osgoode, more than anything, that inspires 
our confidence in the program’s potential for continued 
growth. 

 
PBSC Toronto Program Coordinators Carolyn Rock (left) and 
Kelly Peters (right) along with Toronto FLP Coordinator Grace 
Leung (middle) at the PBSC Toronto Final Appreciation Karaoke 
Night  
 
University of Toronto – The year has definitely been a 
busy one at PBSC Toronto! In addition to continuing to 
increase our placements, Carolyn and Kelly had our 
"party planner" hats on, organizing PBSC's Volunteer 
Appreciation Wine & Cheese event. At the event, 
students and community partners had the opportunity to 
listen to visiting scholar, Alejandro Madrazo, share his 
constitutional litigation experience advocating for 
tobacco control in Mexico. 

We continued our "party planning" in February 
by hosting a panel for our community partner, 
METRAC and their sister organization in Ghana, on 
violence against women and access to justice issues in 
both Canada and Ghana. Lastly, Carolyn and I ended 
our PBSC year in true PBSC style with a Karaoke night 
(and yes, the volunteers got to hear Carolyn's famous 
rendition of "gangsta’s paradise"). 

For any Young Turks fans (or fans of Carolyn), 
check out Carolyn on their radio trivia show “Dave 
Koller's American”:  http://www.theyoungturks. 
com/story/2009/2/23/21432/5813/dka/Dave-Koller-s- 
America-February-23-2009. 
 
 

Queen’s University – As we approached our final 
stretch in the school year, PBSC Queen's remained very 
busy. Our monthly column in the Queen's law 
newspaper, the New Queen's Quarterly, has included 
articles on PBSC's activities across the country, a focus 
on one of our most popular projects - Pro Bono Radio, 
and an article outlining some of PBLO's projects. In 
addition, we held a t-shirt slogan competition and chose 
"Pro Bono: It's on the House!" as our winner. Our 
attention next turned to hiring, and we were thrilled 
with the quality of candidates that applied. Stevie, 
Joanna and Lindsay are happy that the year ran running 
smoothly but sad to see the end of a successful program 
year! 
 
University of Ottawa (Common Law) – Cold winter 
temperatures did not prevent Ottawa students from 
actively engaging in their volunteer roles. In spite of a 
transit strike, they managed to find ways to creatively 
continue their work with various community 
organizations. Persia and Steph were busy throughout 
the months of January and February checking in with 
each student taking part in the Ottawa program to make 
sure everything was running smoothly. It was a 
pleasure to meet personally with each volunteer and to 
hear about the interesting work each one has been 
undertaking. In collaboration with the Legal Links and 
Bridges mentoring program at our school, PBSC 
Ottawa hosted an appreciation event on March 18th to 
celebrate our volunteers’ success throughout the year. 
The evening included a panel discussion with local 
practitioners from varying legal backgrounds who have 
contributed to the Ottawa community, and was 
followed by a reception. Last but not least, Steph is 
delighted that Persia will be staying on to lead the 
PBSC program through the summer and next year! 

Université d’Ottawa (Droit civil)  – Après une session 
intensive très mouvementée, les étudiants ont survécu. 
Pour les remercier de leur beau travail fait au cours de 
l’année, les programmes Pro Bono des Sections de 
Common Law et de Droit civil ont tenu un événement 
final qui s’est très bien déroulé. Nous avons eu la visite 
de trois conférenciers avocats très impliqués dans la 
communauté del’Outaouais: George Brown, Donald 
Burke, et Anne Lévesque. Après cela, nous avons tenu 
un vin et fromages qui s’est magnifiquement déroulé, 
bref un événement final qui fut un succès! 
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Spotlight on PBSC Alumni… 
 

PBSC Coordinator re-opens Student Legal Clinic: 
Andrée-Anne Bouchard-Desbiens has been the PBSC 
Coordinator at the Université du Québec à Montréal for 
two years (2007-09).  In addition to raising the profile 
of PBSC and establishing links with the other PBSC 
chapters in the Réseau, she also spearheaded the re-
opening of her faculty’s legal clinic in January of 2007.  
Elle était directrice de la Clinique juridique avant de 
passer tout récemment le flambeau à un autre étudiant 
qui ajoutera aux contributions de sa prédécesseure. 
Andrée-Anne se diplôme cette année et fera son stage 
auprès du ministère de la Justice à Ottawa où elle 
travaillera dans le domaine du droit des autochtones. 
 
PBSC Graduate Wins Award:  Anita Wandzura est 
la récipiendaire du Prix Edward K. Rowan-Legg 2008 
de l’Association du Barreau canadien (ABC), un prix 
qui rend hommage à sa contribution à l’Association des 
étudiants en droit.  She was a PBSC Saskatchewan 
volunteer in 2005-06. Anita went on to participate in 
the student mentorship program, serve as an editor of 
the 2006-07 Saskatchewan Law Review and as act as 
treasurer of the Law Students' Association (LSA). She 
is now completing her articles, which include a 10 
month clerkship with the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
Saskatoon, one month with McKercher LLP and one 
month with the Federal Department of Justice. Elle a 
hâte de servir de mentor pour les stagiaires du Réseau 
pro bono à l’avenir.  
 

.… And on PBSC Community Partners 
 

PBSC Partner Announces Her Retirement: In 
December 2008, Kirby Chown  stepped down as the 
Ontario Regional Managing Partner of McCarthy 
Tétrault LLP, PBSC’s national law firm partner. Ms. 
Chown was a senior litigator at the firm and Co-Chair 
of its National Pro Bono Committee. She is a champion 
of women in the legal profession, and a 2008 recipient 
of the Law Society Medal. Ms. Chown played a vital 
role in spearheading and developing PBSC and 
McCarthy’s Access to Justice Partnership, and linking 
the legal profession to students and communities in 
need.  She celebrates “the many fine students who have 
emerged from PBSC to make significant contributions 
to the legal system in their careers as lawyers.”  She is 
pleased to continue her involvement with pro bono as 
a Director of Pro Bono Law Ontario.  

McGill University  – PBSC McGill enjoyed a busy 
spring session with two special events highlighting the 
strength of our relationship with one particular partner 
organization- CRARR (the Centre for Research and 
Action on Race Relations). CRARR is one of PBSC 
McGill’s oldest and most active partners; students take 
part in every aspect of its work, from assisting with 
memo and factum drafting, to appearing as witnesses 
before parliamentary committees, to on-the-ground 
research and even media outreach. 

In celebration of PBSC’s involvement with 
CRARR, all three chapters from Montreal co-hosted a 
film screening event at the National Film Board Cinema 
on February 17. Between clips of ‘Zero Tolerance,’ a 
documentary about racial profiling by police in 
Montreal, a panel of experts and activists shared their 
views on the issue. CRARR was represented on the 
panel by Executive Director Fo Niemi, who was full of 
praise for the hard work of PBSC volunteers from all 
three universities. 

Later in March at the Faculty of law, PBSC 
McGill was pleased to co-sponsor with CRARR a 
forum on racial profiling featuring guest speaker David 
Tanovich, Associate Professor of Law at Windsor 
University and nationally recognized expert in the areas 
of racial profiling, criminal law and evidence. A 
subsequent panel discussion followed, moderated by 
Tamara Thermitus, Chair of the Quebec Bar's Cultural 
Communities Committee, with Steven Slimovitch, a 
Criminal Defense and Human Rights Lawyer, and 
Mme. Michèle Turenne of the Quebec Human Rights 
and Youth Rights Commission. A special thanks goes 
to PBSC McGill Project Leader Alex Dearham for 
coordinating this wonderful event. 

McGill is happy to announce that it has 
restructured its office and will be welcoming two 
fantastic new Coordinators next year: Émilie Forgues-
Bundock and Tanya De Mello. Émilie will serve as 
Coordinator while Tanya will serve as Assistant 
Coordinator (with the expectation of staying on in 
2010-2011). Both women bring a wealth of experience 
and an abundance of energy to PBSC and will certainly 
take McGill to new heights in the years to come! 
 
UQÀM  – Dans la foulée d’événements récents 
survenus à Montréal-Nord, les Programmes Pro Bono 
de Montréal ont organisé le 17 février dernier un 
événement conférence à l’Office national du Film sur le 
profilage racial. Il s’agissait d’une soirée thématique 
destinée principalement aux étudiants en droit des trois 
facultés. La soirée présentait des extraits du film Zéro 
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Tolérance qui ont été suivis des commentaires, 
interventions et réflexions des conférenciers présents, 
soit Fo Niemi du Centre de recherche-action sur les 
relations raciales (CRARR) et Me Philippe Robert de 
Massé de la Ligue des droits et libertés. Le programme 
Pro Bono UQÀM a été particulièrement impliqué dans 
la réalisation de la conférence et ce fut donc une réelle 
joie pour nous que de voir l’événement couronné de 
succès! 
 
Université de Montréal – Encore cette session les 
réalisations à Montréal ont été teintées d’une belle 
collaboration entre les trois universités UQÀM, McGill 
et Université de Montréal. La participation et 
l’implication des coordonnateurs de toutes ces Facultés 
ont permis d’offrir une conférence extraordinaire dont 
le thème était « Le profilage racial et les relations avec 
le corps de police » pour les stagiaires et étudiants 
intéressés. 

Nous pouvons affirmer que cette deuxième 
année a eu des développements intéressants auprès de 
nouveaux organismes et nous avons pu établir des liens 
plus solides avec des organismes qui faisaient déjà 
partie de notre Programme Pro Bono. Il y a encore 
plusieurs objectifs à atteindre pour l'année prochaine, 
mais cela ne fera que rendre l’année 2009-2010 plus 
intéressante ! 
 
Université de Sherbrooke –  Nous sommes très fière 
du programme Pro Bono cette année. Nous avons 
augmenté la diversité des organismes et les étudiants 
ont fait preuve d'une extrême générosité. Notre objectif 
cette année était d'améliorer la supervision des projets 
par les avocats en créant un comité officiel de 
superviseurs. Cette formule fut très apréciée des 
étudiants et les organismes ont été très reconnaissant. 
Myriem profite de cette vitrine pour vous souhaiter à 
tous le meilleur et elle vous remercie de tout le support 
que vous m'avaez aporté. 
 
Université Laval – Déjà presque une autre année de 
passé pour PBSC à l’Université Laval. Les étudiants 
sont toujours aussi satisfaits de leur expérience et de la 
possibilité qu’ils ont eue de s’impliquer dans la 
communauté; de voir un portrait différent de la 
profession. Les organismes qui participent au 
programme sont réguliers et ont apprécié tout autant 
l’expérience. Le printemps s’amorcera bientôt, et la 
sélection des candidats pour les stages de septembre 
prochain est déjà entamée. L’invitation à une séance 
d’information, avec les différents organismes, a été 

publicisée. Cette séance d’information permet aux 
étudiants de rencontrer les représentants des organismes 
et des stagiaires pour discuter des différents projets. 
Puis viendra la journée d’entrevue où les organismes 
viennent rencontrer individuellement les candidats 
ayant postulé pour le stage qu’ils offrent. Sans combler 
assurément aussi vite tous les stages, la sélection 
commence tôt afin que les étudiants entrent dans les 
organismes dans les premiers jours de la session 
suivante. 
 
Université de Moncton – Les projets sont à remettre, 
les examens approchent, mais cela n’empêche pas les 
stagiaires d’accomplir leurs fonctions en tant que 
bénévole PBSC. Depuis la reprise du mandat en janvier 
2009, les bénévoles sont occupés soit à terminer leur 
projets pour les soumettres à leurs organismes, soit à 
continuer à travailler avec les avocats(es) conseils en 
cour ou bien à faire de la consultation avec des gens 
défavorisés de la communauté qui ont affaire à 
l’appareil judiciaire. Les efforts des bénévoles tout au 
long de l’année ne sont pas passés inaperçus. Ils ont su 
relever les défis que leur ont proposés les organismes 
en besoin et l’apport qu’ils ont apporté à ceux-ci est 
vital à la communauté néo-brunswickoise. On espère 
toujours pouvoir surpasser les réalisations de cette 
année en 2009-2010! 
 
UNB - This year, PBSC UNB had an interesting and 
exciting project with a group called “Friends of the 
UNB Woodlot”. The Woodlot is an area within 
Fredericton’s city limits which is home to many special 
and important animals, birds, insects and plant species, 
and is owned by UNB; however, the land is being 
developed for commercial use. This organization is 
opposing the development of this area for many 
reasons, including environmental degradation of the 
Woodlot and destruction of natural habitats.  One of the 
PBSC student volunteers involved in this placement, 
Kathy Moulton, was involved in researching private 
prosecutions, and with guidance from her lawyer 
supervisor and a member of the organization, she 
managed to set a date in Court.  They found an 
environmental lawyer from Moncton to bring this case 
to court, and the private prosecution in continuing to 
advance.  

UNB is thrilled to announce that Kathy Moulton 
will be the incoming PBSC UNB Program Coordinator 
for 2009-10.  She had a great learning experience with 
PBSC this year, and hopes to be able to recreate it for 
others next year.  She brings a wealth of volunteer 
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experience and management to this position, and we are 
delighted to have Kathy pave the way for PBSC UNB 
this coming year! 
 
Dalhousie University – At PBSC Dal, we are excited 
to be passing the torch to our new Student 
Coordinators, Jessica Chapman and Teresa-Anne 
Martin. We are confident that these highly 
accomplished women will do an excellent job 
overseeing the PBSC program! Together, we are 
planning an event entitled: “Immigration & Refugee 
Law: What It Is and Why You Should Care.” The event 
will feature a catered lunch and a panel discussion with 
representatives from the Metro Immigrant Settlement 
Association and the Halifax Refugee Clinic, as well as 
Pro Bono student volunteers from each organization. At 
the end of March, we thanked all of our volunteers for 
their hard work with a well-deserved Appreciation 
Event. 
 

PBSC’s Sheliza Suchak Returns to Private Practice 

It is with both sadness and excitement that we 
announce that Sheliza Suchak will be leaving her 
position as PBSC’s Manager, Community Placement 
Program at the end of May 2009.  

For almost two years, Sheliza has been a vital 
member of the PBSC National Office.  Sheliza joined 
PBSC immediately following her call to the Bar in June 
2007, after articling at the Toronto office of Torys 
LLP.  As a law student at Queen’s, Sheliza was a star 
PBSC Program Coordinator and helped to build a 
program that has remained one of the strongest in the 
country. 

Sheliza will be returning to private practice this 
summer, joining an immigration and refugee law 
boutique, to practice refugee law. 

Sheliza has made significant contributions to 
PBSC’s programs at all 20 Canadian law schools, and 
she will be sorely missed.  However, we are thrilled that 
she has been offered such an exciting opportunity to 
practice in areas of law in which she has a strong 
interest. 
Please join PBSC in thanking Sheliza for her 
outstanding work and sending her our best wishes. 

 
Questions or feedback may be directed to 416.978.4048, or 
to natl.coordinator@probonostudents.ca. 
 
 

A Final Note from the National Office … 

Dear PBSC Coordinators, 

First, congratulations on all you have accomplished this 
year. You have raised the bar in terms of the strength of 
your programs and the quality of the services PBSC has 
provided to volunteers and communities across the 
country. Also, thank you for your vital contributions to 
the national network. By sharing your challenges, 
lessons and successes with us and your successors, you 
have ensured that PBSC is better positioned to evaluate 
our progress, prepare for the challenges ahead, and 
continue to offer the best possible experiences to 
students next year and beyond. 

Finally, we’d like to share a parting observation:  

In his acclaimed bestseller, The Tipping Point 
(2000), Malcolm Gladwell describes “that magic 
moment when an idea, trend, or social behaviour 
crosses a threshold, tips, and spreads like wildfire.” 
Gladwell notes that social and ideological epidemics 
rely on three agents of change – “The Law of the Few”, 
“the Stickiness Factor” and “the Power of Context”. 

The Law of the Few refers to special individuals 
who serve as society’s messengers and “Connectors” - 
people with a special gift for bringing the world 
together. The Stickiness Factor relates to the content of 
the message itself; messages must be memorable to be 
successful. And, the Power of Context is the notion that 
our inner states are the result of our outer circumstances 
and situations.   

For the past year, you have served as the 
Connectors for PBSC, your students, law schools and 
partners. And through your work, you have not only 
cemented the message of the importance and value of 
student pro bono work, you have also created a 
community in which beliefs about the abilities of law 
students and the legal profession’s responsibility for 
public service have been practiced, expressed and 
nurtured. 

Ultimately, you have become the leaders of the 
Canadian public interest movement, a movement that 
will continue to thrive because of your work. And, 
should you wish, you can play an ongoing role in 
leading this movement as lawyers. Thank you for the 
change you have helped create. We hope you will stay 
connected to it and to us. 


